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SCD pain. 

• Emergency room physicians: The guidelines make important recommendations for 
how quickly individuals living with SCD experiencing acute pain should receive medical 
attention.

• Primary Care and Family Physicians: Care of individuals living with SCD is often 
the responsibility of primary care and family physicians. This physician community has 
expressed a strong need for guidance and tools to help inform their care.

• Individuals living with SCD and their family members: These guidelines provide 
an opportunity to make shared decisions with their health care providers regarding the 
management of their pain.

• Policymakers: Policymakers will be informed of the knowledge gaps that exist in SCD 
evidence so they can direct research funding to �ll in the gaps. In this regard, these 
guidelines may help shape policy.
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SCD-Related Acute and Chronic Pain 

• Acute pain: Individuals seeking care for the treatment of acute pain should have their 
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